MUT 1641
Special Topics:  Introduction to Jazz Improvisation

Introduction to Jazz Improvisation ( 3 ) (A.A.)  This course is designed to prepare the student for the successful study of college-level Improvisation. Scale and Arpeggio patterns are played by the class to improve instrumental technique. Basic elements of Jazz Theory are discussed and analyzed.
The student, at the successful completion of this course, should be able to:

1. Define Jazz Improvisation as the process of spontaneous musical composition.

2. Identify the raw materials for jazz improvisation such as scales, modes and arpeggios.

3. Describe the importance of utilizing the melody of a song as the basis for creating improvised motives.

4. Explain the relationship between chords and modes.

5. Identify a basic 12 bar blues chord progression.

6. Play improvised motives along with a basic 12 bar blue progression.

7. Explain the concept of swing and its importance to Jazz Improvisation.

8. Aurally recognize different styles of jazz improvisation such as Dixieland and cool jazz.

9. Critique improvised jazz solos on the basis of melodic motive development.

10. Produce a jazz solo with a balance of dissonance and consonance.

11. Maintain a practice log demonstrating an effective plan for consistent progress of performance.

12. Transcribe a solo from one of the jazz masters such as; Miles Davis, Charlie Parker or Sonny Rollins.
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