
Introduction to Literature (LIT 2000) 
Language & Literature Department 

Spring 2023 
 

Professor Anastasia Bojanowski 
• Email: Please use Canvas (Inbox).  Please allow 24 hours for a reply email during the 

week; 72 hours on weekends 
• Office: Bldg. 9/ Room 135 (Bradenton Campus) 
• Phone: 941/ 752-5464 (office) 
• Text Messaging: Please use my Google Voice number (941) 281-4873.  I ask that you 

text me starting at 8:00AM until 7:00 PM, Monday-Friday.  Please do NOT text me on 
the weekend; email would be better. 

 
Office Hours* 
By appointment.  Please email or text a day, time, and method of meeting (text, phone, video 
conference).    
 
I have created a booking page, through which you can make an appointment: Please make 
an appointment during my office hours (remember that I teach on two campuses this 
semester). In order to book me for an instructor conference, you will need to sign in to My 
SCF to use the Bookings app. 

 

 
 
When you make the appointment, let me know if you prefer to a) talk on the phone b) talk on 
a video conference (Teams) or c) text messaging. 

 
Required Texts & Materials 

• There is no textbook for the course.   
• Digital readings will be posted in Canvas in weekly modules. Readings for the course 

are comprised of content pages in Canvas, links to the SCF Library, and links to open 
domain websites 

• A college-level dictionary**: I recommend Merriam Webster's dictionary 
 

  



Technology Requirements 
• The course will also require access to a reliable computer and reliable online access. 

All State College of Florida campuses have computer labs for student use—including 
the library & the tutoring center (TASC). 

• Download the SCF Mobile app 
• Download the Canvas Student app 
• I recommend downloading Office 365.  All SCF students have a free account with 

Microsoft's Office 365. Otherwise, you can use any applications such as Google Docs* 
or iOS programs (Pages). *If using Google Docs or the online version of Word, please 
grant me access by choosing "anyone with a link to this file" when sharing a file. 

 
Technology Support Information 

• For technical issues with Canvas, contact Canvas technical support by clicking the 
question mark icon in the lower left hand corner of the Canvas window and choosing 
“Report a Problem” or “Chat with Canvas Support.” Also, Canvas support can be 
contacted via phone at 844-920-2764. 

• For technical issues with My SCF, contact SCF technical support by calling 
941.752.5357 or emailing helprequest@scf.edu. 

 
Course Description 
LIT 2000 introduction to literature (3) (a. A.). Prerequisites: ENC 1101 and concurrent 
registration in or completion of ENC 1102 with a grade of “C” or better. This course meets the 
Area IV requirement for A.A./A.S. General Education, the Gordon Rule requirement, and part 
of the six-hour international/intercultural requirement. This course provides a close inspection 
into literary techniques, conventions, and genres in literature with emphasis on historical, 
cultural, analytical, and theoretical contexts.  
 
Course Expectations 

• The intention of this course is to familiarize you with critical thinking and analytical 
writing.  You will produce formal essays that require a specific structure and focus.  
Two essays will require peer-reviewed, college-level research.  The course requires 
writing as a process: outlining, drafting, and revising. 

• Analyze a selected subject for social, psychological, cultural, artistic or historical 
meaning 

• Write a formal essay that follows Aristotle’s four-part classical rhetoric structure 
• Create a focused essay that establishes a thesis (theory) and provides convincing 

support 
• Write an essay that is formal in tone 
• Locate peer-reviewed research both in the SCF library and online 
• Create credibility with research by providing definition and insight to support the 

writer’s own analysis 
• Accurately document outside sources (research).

 
  



Course Performance Standards 
The specific outcomes of this course are outlined in detail at: 
http://scf.edu/Academics/CoursePerformanceStandards.asp  
 
At the completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

1. Explain how literature has developed in various forms, as well as the social and 
cultural influences upon it, as evidenced in texts from select genres, literary 
movements, and theoretical contexts. 

2. Analyze the conventions of literature and its various sub-genres, as evidenced by 
select texts, with an in-depth focus and inquiry into one literary movement or genre. 

3. Evaluate critical and theoretical issues contained in secondary scholarship. 
4. Effectively apply the appropriate vocabulary for the study of literature. 
5. Demonstrate college-level reading skills through textual analysis, including the 

detection of tone, bias, stereotypes, and underlying assumptions. 
6. Demonstrate college-level writing skills by creating an original thesis and including 

primary and secondary source material in a variety of writing, including one or more 
formal, research-based essays. 

7. Access, evaluate, and apply information sources in an ethical manner for research and 
problem solving, and demonstrate the ability to retrieve and manage information using 
digital technology. 

8. Apply technological skills necessary for academic work, including but not limited to 
email, digital submission of assignments, and discussion forums. 

9. Demonstrate the ability to effectively interact with peers in group discussions and other 
activities. 

10. Exhibit an understanding of aesthetic expressions in the literary works of culturally 
diverse authors and literary movements. 

11. Fulfill the writing requirements mandated by SBE 6A-10. 
 



Course Policies 
 
Canvas/ Online Policy 
This course will require that you turn in all course work via the Canvas environment. Canvas 
will contain all essential information about the course—the syllabus; a course schedule of 
readings, due dates, and assignments; weekly readings (PDF files, links to website and 
multimedia). Canvas will also be our main method of communication, so it is vital that you 
interact with the program on a regular basis. 
 
If concerns arise in Canvas, please contact the help desk, and include their reply in your 
email to me.  I will be able to give you the benefit of the doubt ONLY if you contact the 
Canvas help desk.  

 
Attendance 
To participate, you need to be in class, on time, having completed the readings and being 
prepared to participate in class discussion. This sharing of ideas is essential. 
You are allowed four (4) absences. Except in extraordinary cases, any student who misses 
four (4) classes will be immediately withdrawn from the course. Also, tardiness causes a 
disruption in the class and often results in missing important information. Try to be on time.  
 
Religious Observances 
Students who expect to be absent due to religious observances must provide their instructor 
with advance notification, in writing, of the purpose and anticipated length of any absence by 
the end of the second week of classes. At that time, the instructor and student will agree 
upon a reasonable time and method to make up any work or tests missed. 

 
Grade breakdown 
Assignment      % Assignment     % 

Author presentations 2.5% Poetry Project 2.5% 

Quizzes 7.5% Midterm  10% 

Brief Analysis 10% Annotated Bibliography 8.75% 

In-class group work/ Exercises 5% Research Proposal 7.5% 

Short Essay Outline  5% Research Essay 25% 

Short Story Essay 15% Final Survey 1.25% 
 
Grading Scale: (based on 100 points) 
A = 89.5-100        B = 79.5-89.4           C = 69.5-79.4           D = 59.5-69.4              F = below 
59.4 

 
 



Extensions 
• I normally do not grant extensions except for the following reasons.  All 

correspondence requesting extensions needs to be accompanied with 
documentation for one of the following: 1) jury duty 2) court summons, 3) 
hospitalization 4) death of an immediate family member (someone with whom you 
have lived), 5) domestic violence or threats to life, 6) eviction/ fire/ home insecurity, or 
7) military leave 

• If you have a psychological / mental health concern, please use the resources offered 
by the college or private practice (if you have access).  I am willing to work with your 
concerns on the condition that you have 1) sought professional guidance through the 
resources available and 2) send paperwork to the DRC.  Mental health concerns 
should be registered with the Disability Resource Center, 

• Extensions are granted at the instructor’s discretion. I will only grant an extension if 
ALL assignments have been completed by the posted due dates.  

 
Darned good information for this course 

• Essays. Because this is a Gordon Rule course, all essays must meet the minimum 
requirements for length. Papers that fail to meet the minimum length will be dropped a 
whole letter grade. 

• Failure to turn in an essay, the midterm, or the annotated bibliography within 7 days of 
the posted due date means that you have failed the class, regardless of your overall 
grade in the class. 

• The final survey must be completed by the posted due date-no late work will be 
accepted for this assignment to turn in grades to the college by the due date.  

• Turning in an incorrect or turning in a blank file is unacceptable.  Please double-check 
that you are turning in the file that you would like for me to grade.  Incorrect files or 
blank files will be counted as 0 points.  If you correct the mistake within 72 hours, you 
will receive partial credit.  

• Failure to grant access when sharing files will not exonerate an assignment for being 
late.  In other words, if you would like for an assignment to be counted as being 
received on time, you must grant me access. 

• You will be allowed to revise the first essay for a higher grade.  The final grade for this 
essay will be the average of the original and revised essay's grades.  You will only be 
able to revise the short story essay if the original essay was turned in by the posted 
due date-no exceptions. 

• Please proofread your work. 
• Extensions are granted at the instructor's discretion. I will only grant an extension if 

ALL assignments have been completed by the posted due dates + the request is made 
before the assignment's due date. 

 
Department chair information 
If a student encounters a problem in the course, they should work with the professor to 
resolve it. If the student needs help and the professor is unable to help or is unavailable, 
contact Dr. Courtney Ruffner Grieneisen, ruffnec@scf.edu or 941-752-5478, Chair of the 
Language & Literature Department. 



College Policies 
 
Regular and Substantive Interaction for Online Courses 
The US Department of Education has issued updated rules on distance education.  The 
updated rules state regular and substantive instructor/student interaction in online courses 
should take place on a predictable and scheduled basis and in a substantive manner that 
engages students through teaching, learning, and assessment as well as in at least two of 
the following activities: providing direct instruction such as via synchronous virtual instruction; 
assessing or providing substantive and timely feedback on a student’s coursework; providing 
information or responding to questions about the content or competency; or other approved 
substantive instructional activities. 

 
COVID-19 
Like all institutions of higher education, SCF has been impacted by COVID-19.  In response, 
SCF considers the current recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), 
Department of Health (DOH), Florida Department of Education (FLDOE), Florida College 
System (FCS), local and state officials. The latest SCF plan and protocols can be found 
linked from the College’s Coronavirus website listed below.  The website includes useful 
information for students regarding precautions, operations, monitoring, and instruction. 
https://www.scf.edu/Administration/PublicSafety/Coronavirus.asp 

 
No-Show Policy 
Students who do not drop a course that they have never attended will be reported as a No-
Show by the course instructor during the No-Show period. This drop may have financial aid 
implications for the student who is dropped. 

 
Disability Statement 
State College of Florida, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, will provide 
classroom and academic accommodations to students with documented disabilities. Students 
must submit application and documentation to the Disability Resource Center (DRC). Once 
registered, the Memorandum of Accommodations containing all approved accommodations, 
important information, and links to forms and processes will be emailed to instructors. 
Students and instructors are encouraged to work collaboratively throughout the semester to 
facilitate appropriate use of accommodations. 
DRC Contact Information: Email: drc@scf.edu, Phone: 941-752-5295, Website: 
http://scf.edu/StudentServices/DisabilityResourceCenter 

 
Standards of Conduct 
Students are expected to abide by all SCF Student Handbook guidelines. 

 
Statement of Nondiscrimination  
State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the basis of sex 
(including pregnancy), race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity, color, marital status, 
disability, genetic information and sexual orientation in any of its educational programs, 



services or activities, including admission and employment. Direct inquiries regarding 
nondiscrimination policies to: Equity Officer, 941-752-5323, P. O. Box 1849, Bradenton, FL 
34206. 
Human Resources Equal Opportunity website 

 
Prohibiting Recording Device 
Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in 
which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is 
defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a college course intended to 
present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. Recording class 
activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, student 
presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when 
incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient 
history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, and private conversations between students in the class or 
between a student and the faculty member is prohibited.  Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance and may not be published or shared 
without the written consent of the faculty member.  Failure to adhere to these requirements 
may constitute a violation of the student code of conduct. 

 
Copyright 
The unauthorized copying, sharing, or distribution of copyrighted material is prohibited.  It is a 
violation of the Copyright Act, Academic Ethics, and the Code of Student Conduct.  Students 
who violate copyright are subject to discipline. 

 
Academic Honesty and Statement of Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the use of ideas, facts, opinions, illustrative material, data, direct or indirect 
wording of another scholar and/or writer—professional or student—without giving proper 
credit. Expulsion, suspension, or any lesser penalty may be imposed for plagiarism. 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at State College of Florida: Manatee. 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing of false 
information, forgery, alteration or misuses of documents, misconduct during a testing 
situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive. 
All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students’ individual 
thoughts, research and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or 
organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged, following 
guidelines for documentation. 
 
Plagiarism: Anything you write for this course is your intellectual property. Any information 
you use to support your ideas, whether you quote that information directly, paraphrase it 
indirectly or summarize to emphasize or support your own ideas is the intellectual property of 
your source. This means that any outside information you use DOES NOT belong to you; if 
you use outside sources, you must show credit by citing the sources in your essay and on a 
separate reference sheet. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. Not familiarizing yourself 
with the documentation or the characteristics of plagiarized material for this course does not 



excuse plagiarism. Whether intentional or unintentional, plagiarism will result in an automatic 
0 on the plagiarized work and an F for the course. Further, please avoid self-plagiarism, 
essentially submitting previously turned in essays. 
 
College Policy: Plagiarism is the use of ideas, facts, opinions, illustrative material, data, 
direct or indirect wording of another scholar and/or writer—professional or student—without 
giving proper credit. Expulsion, suspension, or any lesser penalty may be imposed for 
plagiarism.  
 
Internet Essays and Notes: I consider purchasing or copying an essay or notes from the 
internet as cheating—in fact, any form of plagiarism is in essence theft. Therefore, I have 
implemented measures to protect your intellectual property and the intellectual property of 
others. This is not to be taken lightly. 

 
Withdrawal Policy 
Students should consult the College Catalog for a complete listing of withdrawal policies. 
A withdrawal is a change in the student’s course schedule where one or more courses are 
withdrawn before the end of the term. Withdrawn courses appear on the student’s transcript 
as a “W” and are classified as attempts. No refunds are permitted for withdrawn courses. 

1) Withdrawing from a course(s) 
Course withdrawal is defined as withdrawal from one or more classes for a term but not 
complete withdrawal from the college. Failure to completely process a drop form or drop 
a class online may result in the student being assigned a grade of “F”. 

2) Financial Aid Impact 
Withdrawing from one or more courses during the semester, without complete withdrawal 
from the college, may have an impact on both the amount of aid received for the semester 
and a student’s academic eligibility to continue receiving financial aid for future 
enrollment.  Students should contact the Office of Financial Aid for further information 
regarding the impact of withdrawing from one or more courses. 

3) Faculty Withdrawal 
Before the course withdrawal deadline and upon approval of the Department Chair, Assistant 
Dean, or other appropriate academic administrator, a faculty member may withdraw a student 
when the student has stopped attending or engaging in the class for an extended period of 
time as defined in the course syllabus, and has not formally withdrawn from the course, 
resulting in their inability to successfully pass the class. 
If a student’s absences, tardiness, or misconduct is causing disruption, the faculty member 
may file a code of conduct violation with the Dean of Students.  The Dean of Students will 
work with the faculty member and the appropriate academic administrator before determining 
if a withdraw is appropriate.  
In the event of an approved faculty withdrawal, a grade of W will be recorded. The grade is 
recorded on the student’s permanent academic record. Fees are applied for all courses 
accordingly and are counted as attempted courses.  



4) Class Withdraw Policy 
I will withdraw a student for failure to complete an essay, the midterm, or the annotated 
bibliography. Withdraws will be initiated after 7 days of a due date for any of these 
assignments. If you cannot complete one of the required assignments within 7 days, please 
contact me within the 7-day period. 
 



 
 SCF Library 

Research Librarians can be contacted: 
• Text: (941) 270-9643 
• Twitter: @SCFLibrariest 
• Chat: (AskALibrarian) 
• Phone: (941) 752-5305 

All campuses have a branch of the SCF Library: 
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch & Venice.  
However, 75% of the library's collection is online. 

 Disability Resource Center 
In accordance with the ADA, will provide classroom and 
academic accommodations to students with documented 
disabilities. Students are responsible for registering with 
the Disability Resource Center (DRC) in order to receive 
academic accommodations. Reasonable notice must be 
given to the DRC office for accommodations to be 
arranged. Each instructor will be provided with a copy of 
the official Memo of Accommodation.   
Email: drc@scf.edu & Phone: 941-752-5295 

 

Tutoring & Academic Success Center 
Writing tutors can assist with outlines, annotated 
bibliographies, and final drafts.  

• Drop-in tutoring is available 
• Virtual tutoring 
• Email submissions 

Phone: 941-752-5504 

 Advising 
All students earning an A.A. degree are assigned an 
academic advisor. 
If you have not yet been assigned an academic advisor, 
please contact any advisor on the campus you will be 
attending. 
If you are earning an Associate in Science (A.S.), 
Baccalaureate degree (B.A. or B.S.), or a Dual Enrollment 
student please contact the appropriate advisor listed on 
the Academic Advising home page. 

 



Course Schedule: LIT 2000, TR 
 
Note: All readings should be completed before coming to class on the dates listed. I expect that 
notes be made on your copy of the short story/ graphic novel and questions recorded to aid 
class discussion. 

• Readings for the class are posted on Canvas in the weekly folders, 
• All assignments are due on Monday by midnight (11:59 PM EST), 
• In-class group work is indicated on the schedule.  If you are absent, please complete 

group work on your own by the Monday due date. 
 

Week 1, Readings: 
• Getting Started with Canvas & Getting Started with the Course 
• Course Syllabus, Course Schedule & Canvas Protocols 
• Author/ Literary Presentations 
• Interpreting Literature  
• Writing about Literature & Documentation Review 

Week 1: Assignments 
• Practice e-mail: Go the Inbox link for this assignment (upper right) 
• Quiz: Course Policy 
• Practice discussion: class introductions 
• Quiz: The Ethics of Research 
• Extra Credit: Proof of Library log in  

 
Week 2, Readings: 

• The Ethics of Research 
• Strategies for Reviewing Academic Research 
• Literary Movement 1 
• Author 1: Biography & short story 
• Author 2: Biography & short story 

Week 2: Assignment) 
• Homework: Reviewing academic research—completed as group work on Thursday 
• Extra credit quiz: Grading preferences 

 
Week 3, Readings: 
No office hours on Monday, September 5 (college closed for Labor Day) 

• Literary Movement 2 
• Author 3: Biography & short story 
• Author 4:  Biography & short story 

Week 3: Assignments 
• Quiz: Faulkner, Steinbeck, Tan, and Lahiri 
• Brief Analysis: Short Stories 

 
Week 4, (September 6-12), Readings: 

• Literary Movement 3 
• Author 6: Biography & “short story  
• Author 7: Biography & “short story” 
• Literary Movement 4 
• Author 8: Biography &  



• Author 9: Biography & Silko’s “Yellow Woman 
Week 4: Assignments 

•  Brief Analysis: Short Stories II 
 

 Week 5, Readings: 
• The Short Story Essay Assignment Sheet 
• Classical Rhetoric & Outlining the Short Essay 
• Documentation Overview & Avoiding Plagiarism 
• Example Outline: Short Story Essay 

Week 5: Assignments 
• Exercise: Documentation—completed as group work on Thursday 
• Outline: Short Story Essay 

 
Week 6, Readings: 

• The Short Story Essay Assignment Sheet 
• Drafting the Short Story Essay 
• Example Short Story Essay 
• Revising for Focus, Analysis, Documentation & Formal Tone 

Week 6: Assignments 
• Quiz: College Essays, 
• Exercise: Revising the Short Story Essay—completed as group work on Thursday 
• Short Story Essay 

 
Week 7, Grading Conferences 

• We will be meeting for one-on-one instructor conferences (Library) on either Tuesday or 
Thursday.  A sign-up sheet will be posted in Canvas.  

• You will only need to meet with me during our 10 minute conferences on either Tuesday 
or Thursday.  

•  No assignments are due this week 
 

Week 8, Readings: 
• Literary Movement 6, 
• Poet 1: Biography, Poetry 
• Poet 2: Biography, Poetry 

Week 8: Assignments 
• Brief Analysis: Poetry 
• Midterm 

 
Week 9: Reading:  

• Poet 3: Biography, “Poetry 
Week 9: Assignments 

• Quiz: Poetry 
• Visual Presentation: Physical copies must be turned in to the Language & Literature 

department (Bradenton campus) by 5:00 PM.   Digital work are due by midnight 
 

Week 10, Readings: 
• Literary Movement 7 
• Play/ Novel (1st Half) 
• Literary Movement 8 



Week 10: Assignments) 
• Quiz: Play / Novel 
• Brief analysis, Play / Novel 

 
Week 11, Readings: 

• Literary Movement 9 
• Author Literary Movement 10 
• Play/ Novel (2nd Half) 

Week 11: Assignments 
• Quiz, Play/ Novel 
•  Brief Analysis, Play/ Novel (2nd half) 

 
Week 12, Readings  

• The Research Project 
• Annotated Bibliography Assignment Sheet & Example 
• Library Research 
• Documentation Review 
• Annotated Bibliography Assignment Sheet  
• Example Annotated Bibliography 

Week 12: Assignments 
• Quiz: Research Projects 
• Exercise: Documentation—completed as group work on Thursday 
• Exercise: Library Scavenger Hunt 
• Class Wiki 

 
Week 13, Readings:  

• The Research Project 
• Annotated Bibliography Assignment Sheet & Example 
• Library Research 
• Documentation Review 

Week 13: Assignments 
• Annotated Bibliography 
• Exercise: Defining the Controlling idea 

 
Week 14, Readings: 

• The Research Essay 
• Research Proposals 
• Example: Research Proposal 

Week 14, Assignments 
• Research Proposals due at midnight (11:59 PM) 

 
Week 15, (November 22-28) 
Thanksgiving Break (no office hours November 24 & 25, campus closed) 

• Optional Instructor Conferences 
 

Week 16: Readings: 
• The Research Essay 
• Avoiding Accidental Plagiarism 
• Example Research Essay 



Week 16: Assignments 
• Exercise: Revision—completed as group work on Tuesday 
• Research Essay 

 
Tuesday, December 6:  Final survey due (Canvas) 
 


